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,tìl PRINGFIELD ÃRMORY, the oldest
\' *otufcrcturing ctrsenc¡l in the United
. ) Stqtes, has cr history replete with
lv trcrdition qnd crccomplishment. At
the Armory, the highly specicrlized art of
small crrms manufcrcture hcrs been fostered,
developed, and improved until its culmin-
<rtion in the mctss production of the new
United States Rifle, Ccrliber .30, MI, pop-
ulcrrly known cs the "Gcrrand Semi-Ã'uto-
mcrtic".

The story of Springfield Armory, of the
Gcrrcrnd Rifle, crnd even of interchangecrble
mcrnufcrcture (the foundation of todcrys
mighty rncrss production) goes back to long
bàfore- the Revolution. From the flintlock
to the Gqrcnd, the Ä,rmory has produced
roughly 40 models of muskets, ccrrbines, pis-
tols qnd rifles. The 1903 Springfield Rifle,
the "old fcrithful" of the 1918 doughboy,
proved to the whole world the skill crnd
crcrftsmcrnship of Armory employees. And
the Garcnd rifle mcrintcrins the Armory's
trc¡dition of supplying .A,mericq's fighting
forces with the finest rifle in the world.

Since its estqblishment in 1794, the Armory hcrs nol only kept poce with
qdvcnces in the crrt of manufacture but it hcrs qlso made contributions of its
ãwn to such advcnces. As a pioneer in the development crnd manufcrcture of
interchqngecrble pcrrts in connection with rifle production, the Armory hcr_s

achieved ãn enviãble distinction. In rcrising the Armory to its present high
plcrne crnd mcrintaining its nc¡tioncrl reputation, the men in the shops hcrve
plcryed cr vitql pcrt.

Too much prcrise ccrnnot be given to cll Armory employees for their part
in achieving cnd mqintaining the qucrntity and quclity of production qt the
Armory. The crdoption of ct new rifle crnd the increased demc¡nd for mqchine-
gun bcrrrels c¡nd pcrrts hcrs cclled for the establishment of new production lines,
cnd nothing hcrs been spcrred to equip the Armory with the most modèrn ancl
efficient machine tools. In less thcrn three yeqrs the Armory's personnel
hc¡s more thcrn tripled crnd production hcrs increcrsed twenty-fold. In cll this
huge exþcrnsion proçtrcrm, the employees hcrve crppreci<rted their responsibility
c¡nd each is doing his pcrrt to crid the production of wecpons so esseniic¡l to
Ãmericc¡'s crmed forces.

Combining employee co-opercrtion and loyalty with ctn crbundance of
ability, courcgle, and ingenuity, on whrch Armory employees pride themselves,
Springfield Armory, foundction of smcrll ctrms craftsmc¡nship, crqdle of inter-
chcrngecble mcrnufcrcture, home of the Gcrcnd Rifle, is mcrking its grecrtest
contribution to the might of ^A,merica.

.A,nother one million Garcrnd rifles must be built this yecrr tcrxing to the
full extent the facilities now in operation.

Mcrjor General Levin H. Ccmpbell, Jr.
Chief of Ordncnce, ïV'qr Dept.

The lcte Col. George Ã. Woody grcduoted
l¡om Texc¡s Ã. & M. College in l9l7 qnd cqme to
Springfield in 1929 crnd stdyed until 1933. Hc
lhen lelt for field setvice c¡t Fort Scrm Houslon,
Texqs, ratu¡ning ia 1938 as Mcior. He beccn¡e
oflicer in chcrge of the wctershops plcnt of tbe
Springfield Ãrmory whe¡e he supervised in-
c¡eqsed production ol the G<¡rand Rifle. In l94l
he wcs put in chorge of the Inspection Dept.,
becoming works mcncrger in 1942 ond a yqar
lqter he was cppointed commcrnding officer ol
the Armory. However, in August, 1944 he wos
relieved of his commc¡nd becquse ol ill heclth
c¡nd died the 3Oth of the following November.

Ten yeors of his militcry cJreer wcrs spen
ct the Springfield Armory.
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Brig. Gen. Normcrn F. RcrmseY lho
haJbeen c¡ssigned to the commqnd of
Springfield Ärmory is the 24th crrmy
olficei to hecrd the historic ordnance
estcblishment which hcrs plcyed. so
vitc¡I cr part in the lclst 150 yecrrs. He
ccrme to Springfield after seven years
in commc¡nd c¡t Rock Islcnd crrsencll.
While Rock Islcrnd hcrs concentrcrted
on heavier types of ordndnce in the
present wqr, it is not from ctn instcrl-
lcrtion without fclmilicrrity with smcll
ctrms mctnuf acture, therefore, that
Gen. Rcrmsey comes to Springfield
.A,rmory. Its historic production re-
cord of approximcrtely 3,000,000 Gar-
cnd rifles in the pcrst five yecrs, repre-
sents 90 per cent of the wecrpons ol
these types mcrde for the troops in the
field.
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As Springlield Ãrnory's Com-
mcnding Gene¡al, Brigcdier Gen-
e¡cl Gilbe¡t H. Stewc¡t has led the
Ãrmory through the period of the
mosl intensive expcnsion cnd de-
velopnenl in its history. 'Unrler his
guidcnce and di¡ection the Gc¡<¡nd
rifle was put into mcss production.
the physiccl plcnt cnd equipment
wss t¡emendously expcrnded <¡nd
modernized, crnd employnent ¡ecch-
ed on cll-time pecrt. During llllorld
Illlq¡ I, cs Iil/orks Mcrncger <rnd lqter
qs lenpor<rry Commcrnding Office¡,
Generql Stewart made c conspic-
uous conl¡ibution in the production
of the fcmous 1903 Springfield rifles.

Ã. gr<rducrte of the Ãrmy'Wcr Col-
lege cnd lhe Ãrmy Indust¡ial Col-
Iege, he hc¡d been in commc¡nd of
IJtãtervliel Arsenql for six years be-
fore his recent cssignment to the
Ãrmory. His distinguished ca¡eer
is in keeping with Springfield .Ar-
mory's tr<rdition, cnd he is honor-
ed crnd respecled by officers cnci
employees crlike.

f

John C. G<¡rcrnd, c¡t one of his machines.

Left to right: John Gcrand, invento¡ of the Gar.::nd ¡ifle. Gen. 'llVesson. formerly Chief of
O¡dncnce, Brig. Gen" G. H. Stewart-
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Left to right: Owen T. Durant, cou¡poser. Major Lcwrence Ã. Stone, lormerly crdiutcnt.
Brig, Gen, George H. Stewart occepting "Springfield Ãrmory Victory Mcrch".

"E-ÀWARD" CHORUS by Mcjor Lc¡wrence A. Stone
\lllorking together side by side,
Producing "the Ãrmy's pride"-
Gqrond rifles-for victory.
\ille've worked and ecrrned qn "E",
ïÍe took up the chcllenge c¡t us hurled,
To mqke this rifle the best in the world.
Keep on working, Springfield Ãrmory,
ïVith our skill, ccrre, ç¡¡d swscrf-we'll win!


